
DECEMBER 13 • ANNOUNCING THE KING’S ARRIVAL 
 
Read aloud Luke 1:26-38 

1:26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 
27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s 
name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  
35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 
month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary 
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 

 

Devotional Thoughts 

Finally, after centuries, millennia of waiting, the promised King arrives. It has 
been almost 600 years since the last descendant of David sat on a throne. As 
promised, this King arrives in the humblest of circumstances. God sends the 
angel Gabriel to a backwoods country town in Galilee, a town called Nazareth. 
He comes to Mary, a young woman betrothed (but not yet married) to Joseph. It 
appears that both Mary and Joseph were descendants of David, of his house. Now 
God will fulfill his promise to David concerning “building” his house. 

The angel tells Mary that she will give birth to a son who will be the Son of God 
Most High, who will inherit the throne of his ancestor David, establishing an 
eternal Kingdom. Mary is confused. She does not see how this could be; she isn’t 
even married yet. She has had no relations that could lead to conceiving a child. 

Gabriel explains: this pregnancy will be miraculous. God’s Holy Spirit will cause 
her to conceive, so that God will literally be the Father of this Son. The prophets 
were not being poetic; they were not using exaggeration. The promised King 
would literally be God in the flesh. God is also bringing about another 
miraculous birth. Mary’s relative Elizabeth, who has been barren into her old 
age, is now six months pregnant. God wants to prove to everyone that nothing is 
impossible for him. To this day, people have a hard time understanding how it is 
that God could become a man. Surely this is impossible! Not for God, it isn’t. 



How does Mary respond? She considers herself a servant of the Lord and accepts 
His plan for her life. She asks God to do whatever He wants with her. Clearly, 
God has chosen well. 

As you pray, think about Mary’s example of willingness to trust God and place 
her future in His hands. 


